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a) Academic Qualifications 
Degree Institution Year 

PhD in Zoology Stellenbosch University, South Africa 2015 

Masters in Evolutionary and 

Behavioural Biology 

University of Antwerp, Belgium 2011 

Bachelor in Biology University of Antwerp, Belgium 2009 

b) Academic and Professional Positions Held 
Position Institution/Organization Duration 

Research Fellow Stellenbosch University, South Africa 2025 - Present 

Co-director & Lead 

Researcher 

BiorteX, South Africa 2024 – 

Present 

Research Fellow Advanced Concepts Team, European 

Space Agency (ESA), The Netherlands 

2022 - 2023 

Research Associate Laboratory of Functional Morphology, 

University of Antwerp, Belgium 

2021 - Present 

Postdoctoral Research 

Fellow 

Laboratory of Functional Morphology, 

University of Antwerp, Belgium 

2020 - 2021 

FWO-Flanders Postdoctoral 

Research Fellow 

Laboratory of Functional Morphology, 

University of Antwerp, Belgium 

2017-2020 

Postdoctoral Fellow Stellenbosch University, South Africa 2015 - 2017 



c) Research Grants and Scholarships 
Grant Title Organization/Funding Body Year 

MSCA Doctoral Network European Union 2021 

FWO-Flanders Research Grant Research Foundation Flanders 2019 

University Research Fund 

(BOF) – Small Project 

University of Antwerp 2018 

FWO-Flanders Postdoctoral 

Fellowship 

Research Foundation Flanders 2017 

Subcommittee B Postdoctoral 

Fellowship 

Stellenbosch University 2016 + 2017 

NRF Innovation Scholarship for 

Non-South African citizen 

National Research Foundation 2014 

Stellenbosch University Merit 

Bursary 

Stellenbosch University 2013 + 2014 

Departmental bursary for 

international student 

Stellenbosch University 2012 + 2013 

National Geographic Young 

Explorers Grant 

National Geographic Society 2011 

 

d) Academic Prizes and Awards 
Awards/Grant title Organization/Funding Body Year 

Henri Schouteden Award Royal Flemish Academy of Belgium for 

Science and the Arts 

2021 

Postdoctoral Fellow Award for 

Exceptional Achievement 

Stellenbosch University 2017 

DRD-Dirk Stephan Award  Stellenbosch University 2016 

New Voices in Science: Best 

popular science talk 

Stellenbosch University 2015 

New Voices in Science: Best 60-

second video 

Stellenbosch University 2015 

Best oral (PhD) presentation 

 

Herpetological Association of Africa, 

Gobabeb (Namibia) 

2014 

Best oral (PhD) presentation  

 

17th European Congress of 

Herpetology, Vesprem (Hungary) 

2013 

<< Jacques Kets >> Biology 

Award for best Master thesis 

Antwerp ZOO Society & the Royal 

Belgian Zoological Society 

2011 

 



e) Conference Presentations and Workshops 
Role in presentation Organization Year 

Keynote Presentation 6th International Conference on 

Tomography of Materials and 

Structures, (ICTMS) Cape Town, South 

Africa 

2024 

Organizer & Oral Presentation International Symposium on Palaeo-

bioinspiration (PALBINS), Paris, 

France 

2023 

Keynote Presentation Materials in the Space Environment 

(ISMSE 15 / ICPMSE 13), Leiden, The 

Netherlands 

2022 

Symposium Organizer & Oral 

Presentation 

9th World Congress of Herpetology, 

Dunedin, New Zealand 

2020 

Keynote Presentation 20th Annual International Conference 

RAPDASA, Bloemfontein, South Africa 

2019 

Oral Presentation 12th International Congress of 

Vertebrate Morphology, Prague, Czech 

Republic 

2019 

Keynote Presentation 19th European Congress of 

Herpetology, Salzburg, Austria 

2017 

Workshop 19th European Congress of 

Herpetology, Salzburg, Austria 

2017 

Oral Presentation 8th World Congress of Herpetology, 

Hangzhou, China 

2016 

Oral Presentation Imaging with Radiation (IMGRAD) 

Conference, Stellenbosch, South Africa 

2015 

Oral Presentation 12th Conference of the Herpetological 

Association of Africa, Gobabeb, 

Namibia 

2014 

Oral Presentation 17th European Congress of 

Herpetology, Vesprem, Hungary 

2013 
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